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Western Somerset Local Action is Open for Business
Western Somerset Local Action - working towards a low carbon economy

The Western Somerset Local Action Scheme has been successful in securing funding of £2.25m through the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE).  This programme is financed by the European Agricultural Fund for European Development 2007 – 2013: Europe investing in rural areas, which is delivered through the South West of England Regional Development Agency with Defra as the Managing Authority.

Local Action for Rural Communities (LARC) covers West Somerset, Exmoor, the Quantocks and surrounding Taunton Deane parishes, and the 10 Parishes (Wiveliscombe and surrounding villages) – 75 in total.  A full list of parishes included in the Scheme is available from the Scheme Manager.  The Western Somerset area is one of three in Somerset covered by Local Action – the others being the Levels & Moors and Making It Local (Blackdown Hills).

The scheme is being delivered through a Local Action Group (LAG) made up of individuals from the community, public and private sectors, working with a wide range of community partners, with Somerset County Council acting as the accountable body.

Western Somerset LARC is seeking projects which are multi-objective, distinctive, innovative, involve wide partnership working, represent good value for money and leave a lasting legacy for Western Somerset.

Investments will depend on the type of organisation and the project, as projects have to fit against European ‘measures’, which have defined funding levels. Private business will usually be able to apply for up to 50% and non-private sector (e.g.community, social enterprise, etc) for up to 75%. Funding can be for capital and/or revenue costs.
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Funding Priorities
The overall vision for Western Somerset LARC is to work towards a low carbon economy and for a project to be successful it must demonstrate how this aim will be addressed, as well as fitting into one of the funding priorities. The priorities are:

· Broadening the economic base

· Increasing the value added across existing supply chains

· Reducing the amount of revenue leaving the local economy

· Establishing sustainable, accessible services for the local community and tourists

· Making the best use of our natural assets

· Maximising the role of the market towns and larger villages

· Building capacity of community led initiatives and enabling grass root actions
All projects or activities will need to demonstrate that they possess some of the following objectives:

· Address exclusion from services and economic opportunities

· Improve quality of life

· Contribute to the wider economic and environmental agendas

· Deliver a good return on investment

· Demonstrate innovative approaches

· Leave a lasting legacy

· Improve the sustainability of community organisations

· Contribute to the delivery of the priorities outlined above

Projects or activities will be expected to contribute to the following outcomes:

· Develop vibrant, inclusive and sustainable communities
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· Ensure communities have access to key services, located within the community, where such provision is the most appropriate and efficient solution

· Ensure rural communities can reinforce a sense of place within their settlement and surroundings

· Assist communities to clearly express their needs and proactively shape their future

Any organisations or businesses interested in applying for funding must contact the Scheme Manager in the first instance to discuss whether their project is eligible before completing an Expression of Interest.  
Information and Forms are available online at www.somersetleader.org.uk.  

The Scheme Manager for Western Somerset is Anne-Marie Spalding – tel: 01984 624390/07887 951067 or email: AMSpalding@Somerset.gov.uk
Ends
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Notes to editors

RDPE

1. The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) runs from 2007 to 2013.  It is the 2nd pillar of the Common Agricultural Policy and aims to support the creation of genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst also bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It provides the major financial vehicle for protecting and enhancing the environment and securing a range of public benefits for society. 
2. In this region, the South West of England Regional Development Agency (RDA) will deliver priorities 1and 3 with a budget of £156.8 million over the seven years. The RDA is also responsible for ensuring that five per cent of the RDPE funding is spent on enabling community involvement in rural development.  The delivery partners in the South West aim to ensure that investment in each of the three priorities will help support investment in the others. 

3. Natural England and the Forestry Commission lead on priority 2.  In addition, a minimum of 5% of the programme will be delivered through a local community-led approach (Local Action).
4. The aims, objectives and priorities for delivering RDPE in South West England were agreed for the socio-economic investments with regional partners and these are set out in the Regional Implementation Plan.

5. On the basis of a thorough analysis of South West England’s rural characteristics and economy, the Plan sets out eight themes:

i. Skills development

ii. Social enterprise

iii. Business support

iv. Supply chain and adding value

v. Resource management (soil, water, energy, waste)

vi. Sustainable rural tourism

vii. Biodiversity and landscape

viii. Community-led development

Further more information on the RDPE and the schemes see  www.sw-ruralgateway.info 
Organisations involved in delivering RDPE

The South West RDA leads the development of a sustainable economy, investing to unlock the region's business potential. It works in partnership with public, private and social purpose organisations to drive up the region's productivity by giving people the skills they need, encouraging enterprise, improving infrastructure, regenerating places and promoting the strengths of the region. For more information see www.southwestrda.org.uk
Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas. It conserves and enhances the natural environment for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, and the economic prosperity it brings. For more information see www.naturalengland.org.uk 
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Environmental Stewardship (ES) was launched in 2005, builds on the very best practice already evident in British farming. During the period 2007-13 the national budget for ES will be £2.9 billion. The objectives of ES are to:

· Conserve wildlife (biodiversity).

· Maintain and enhance landscape quality and character.

· Protect the historic environment and natural resources.

· Promote public access and understanding of the countryside.

· Natural resource protection.


The Forestry Commission is the government department responsible for forestry in Great Britain. It supports woodland owners with grants, tree felling licences, regulation and advice; promotes the benefits of forests and forestry; and advises Government on forestry policy. For further information, visit www.forestry.gov.uk/england-swe
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