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News Release






Local Action Investment in Western Somerset

Western Somerset Local Action Group has approved its first five projects, worth in excess of £150,000 of investment through the Local Action for Rural Communities, part of the Rural Development Programme for England.  

Western Somerset has been allocated £2.25m overall from the Programme funding, which is to be spent over the next four years.

This is the first time that the Quantocks, West Somerset, Exmoor and the 10 Parishes have had the opportunity to work together to develop a programme which will benefit all the communities in the long term.  

The first five successful projects are:
West Somerset Fuel Poverty Advice Service - Centre for Sustainable Energy
Anaerobic Digester for Minehead Study - Climate Action West
Scoping study for Farmers Cleeve - Wiveliscombe Area Partnership
Learning from the Land – Training courses in Sustainable Building Techniques
Skills FM – Winsford Community Computer Centre – this project will be jointly funded by North Devon & Torridge Local Action, subject to approval

The Scheme has received nearly a hundred enquiries from community groups and businesses, with twenty submitting a successful initial application that will now go through to full application.  Many others are in the process of completing their Expressions of Interest for initial consideration for funding.
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There are many varied projects coming forward from renewable energy projects for community facilities to a multi-user coastal path.  It is an excellent opportunity to realise a project that may be  ‘ just an idea’ or many years in the making.  The overarching theme of the scheme is to work towards a low carbon economy and the Local Action Group are welcoming projects that will help to deliver this aim.

Edwin Beckett, who Chairs the Executive Board, is delighted that the processes needed to achieve results are now fully up and running.  He said ‘ We are trying to get many more projects through next year and in good time for them to be delivered before the scheme finishes.  We don’t want the fears of being unable to raise match funding to act as a deterrent because, unusually, my Board has considerably more discretionary freedom than in previous similar schemes. ‘


Any groups or businesses interesting in discussing their ideas should contact the Scheme Manager, Anne-Marie Spalding on 01984 624390.  The closing date for the next round of Expressions of Interest is 22 January 2010 for consideration at the next Executive Meeting on the 10th February 2010.  Further information can also be found by visiting the scheme’s website www.somersetlarc.org.uk 

-ends-
Notes to editors

RDPE

1. The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) runs from 2007 to 2013.  It is the 2nd pillar of the Common Agricultural Policy and aims to support the creation of genuinely sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors, whilst also bringing wider benefits for the economy, the environment and rural communities. It provides the major financial vehicle for protecting and enhancing the environment and securing a range of public benefits for society. 
2. In this region, the South West of England Regional Development Agency (RDA) will deliver priorities 1and 3 with a budget of £156.8 million over the seven years. The RDA is also responsible for ensuring that five per cent of the RDPE funding is spent on enabling community involvement in rural development.  The delivery 
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partners in the South West aim to ensure that investment in each of the three priorities will help support investment in the others. 


3. Natural England and the Forestry Commission lead on priority 2.  In addition, a minimum of 5% of the programme will be delivered through a local community-led approach (Local Action).

4. The aims, objectives and priorities for delivering RDPE in South West England were agreed for the socio-economic investments with regional partners and these are set out in the Regional Implementation Plan.


5. On the basis of a thorough analysis of South West England’s rural characteristics and economy, the Plan sets out eight themes:

i. Skills development

ii. Social enterprise

iii. Business support

iv. Supply chain and adding value

v. Resource management (soil, water, energy, waste)

vi. Sustainable rural tourism

vii. Biodiversity and landscape

viii. Community-led development

Further more information on the RDPE and the schemes see  www.sw-ruralgateway.info 
Organisations involved in delivering RDPE

The South West RDA leads the development of a sustainable economy, investing to unlock the region's business potential. It works in partnership with public, private and social purpose organisations to drive up the region's productivity by giving people the skills they need, encouraging enterprise, improving infrastructure, regenerating places and promoting the strengths of the region. For more information see www.southwestrda.org.uk
Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas. It conserves and enhances the natural environment for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people, and the economic prosperity it brings. For more information see www.naturalengland.org.uk 

Environmental Stewardship (ES) was launched in 2005, builds on the very best practice already evident in British farming. During the period 2007-13 the national budget for ES will be £2.9 billion. The objectives of ES are to:

· Conserve wildlife (biodiversity).

· Maintain and enhance landscape quality and character.

· Protect the historic environment and natural resources.

· Promote public access and understanding of the countryside.

· Natural resource protection.


The Forestry Commission is the government department responsible for forestry in Great Britain. It supports woodland owners with grants, tree felling licences, regulation and advice; promotes the benefits of forests and forestry; and advises Government on forestry policy. For further information, visit www.forestry.gov.uk/england-swe
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